HIDE AND SEEK

Period charm does not always mean a sizeable price tag - if you are prepared to put in the effort
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E CALL THESE FEATURES

*Buver's Guides', but in this instance

perhaps the verm "Buyer's Search’ is

more appropriate, This is because

anyone looking for one of these studly
gracious Mercedes W114/W115 saloons, built for eighe
vears until 1976, should be prepa red for considerable
legwork in not only finding one for sale, but one that is
worth buying,

Ower three decades having passed sinee the last were
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and worn out they will juse be a monemental headache,
They have never been worth enough vo justify major
restoration so were wsually left to deteriorate, However,
a few have escaped the ravages of time, either by leading
an extraordinarily cosseted life or as a result of very
committed owners ignoring the economics of
restoration and lavishing money on them,

W14,/ W 1155 are generally not cars bought on a
whim or as a cheap runabout, but because a buyer finds
a fascination with thae particular era of Mercedes-Benz.
The charm is in the simple styling and the good old
fashioned engineering.

Another important point is you need vo think of a
W14/ W 115 as an ongoing project. Like all cars suill
around long past cheir normally allotted span, they
require constant attention and you can almost hear
them tarning grompy when starved of it. Usage has to
be realistic too. Subject one 1o 20,000 miles of
commuting and you will ran it and probably yourself

MERCEDES-BENZ W115 (FOUR CYLINDERS)
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15910 ft@3 200mm
A-spaed manual, RWD

14710 ft@3,G00mm
A-speed manual, BWD
1,375kg

12.8sec

112mph

24.1mpg

1967-1972

TORQUE
TRANSMISSION
WEIGHT

0-62MPH

TOP SPEED

FUEL COMSUMPTION
YEARS PROGUCED

1,395k
11.5%ec
112mph
22.Bmpg
1970-1976

into the ground. Gentle weekend outings, with an
optional spot of polishing before or afver, will suit g
much berrer.

DESIGN, ENGINEERING

Let's start by defining what this car actually is, because
in title rerms this ane of the more baffling Mercedes
models, The cars were introduced in 1968 1o replace the
Fintail range and were commaonly referred 1o as the
Mew Generation models. They also became known as
the Stroke 8 or /4, referring to their 1968 launch daze, to
allow parts departments to distinguish them from
Fineails, which vsed the same badging. Another point of
confusion is the factory codes, W115 denoting the four-
evlnder cars, and W14 the six-cvlinder models.

Things had certainly moved on from the Fintail, The
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lines ser the vemplate for the Mercedes look for vears 1o
come — you can still see the tmeline in today's E-Class,
Inside, a much plainer approach was adopeed, with
simple looking instruments and trim, again a layout that
would be seen in successive Mercedes generations. The
image of 2 Mercedes as an austerely furnished car
probably started here, particularly as many came
trimmed in MB-Tex, a vough looking vinyl.

Measurable advances over the Fintail included a new
independent, trailing arm rear suspensiop on coil
springs to replace the old swang-axle setap. This had the
advantage of decreasing the amount of unsetcling
camber change on the rear wheels as the suspension

220D 2400
OMELG 2 404cc
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the greund, buk saund anes skill
axial and poze period charm
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17610 ft@a, 500mm
4-spaed aubo, RWD
1,455kg

10.8sec

12Lmph

22.6mpg
1972-1976




| Eﬁ@ers should be prepared for
“considerable legwork ih not only
finding one for sale, buty
thatisworthbuying %

B Y

444444




E January 1968

b August 1970
» April 1972

* March 1873
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r key improvement was
the extended service interval (vo a whole 5,000
miles between services) and the elimination of
that ald DIY jov, chassis grease nipples,

[he W'115 engine line up compnised 2.0 anl

2.2-litre units in pervol and diesel form, though

only the 220 and 220D came to the UK., while
just ome W 114 was imported initially, the 2.5-

here six=cvlinder 250 (one .J:'inll:'i_;l.lll\.|'|:I|.'1
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Al petrol engines were fuelled by carburertors,

the fours |~..|\.'.:|;; a single carb and the sixes a

rovin ser up with auromanic choke

ewvin cam unit was introduced, in carburertor
form (the 280, not in the UK) and with Bosch
['ﬁ—_||.'1 ronie fuel i|1j-'.'|.'1in|1 and IH.:_"|1||p for the
2R0E. Besides the 250's larger frant bumper,
these top line models had a wraparound rear
bumper and twin exhaust pipes.

The facelift, just three vears before the end
of production, saw subtle visual changes, the
maann one being a slightly lower bonnet line and
grille to saften the car's upright stance, The
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frone windows lost their quarterly
new type of decorative trim on the A-pillar was
designed vo direct dirg away from the side
windows, Internally adjustable door mirrors

wwere fivted, che rear |~.|:|1'.|; clusters were a new

. ribbed design o repel dire, and the double from

» September 1973 Facclil ribbed destgn'to repe. dirk and the couble rant
ey PR ! EVOLUTION bumper was replaced by a slimmer single panel
The W14 and W15 underwenn a facelift in

wem. Litele derails, swch as mounting the front

F December 1976
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The sixes are rather
more lively than the
fours and many are autos
for a smoother, more
fluid drive

+ Earlinr cars had
this mare classle
stearing wheel.
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likw this ZEOE had
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[« e = 00 sich ool
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» Up to £500

Rusty runner, shart MOT

possiblyina terminal stabe

 £500-£1,500

» £3,000-E5,000 Shot winners, no nis

4

B certainly kepr pace with inflation and you
will not recoup the money spent when
reselling, But il vou de feel brave encugh, you
will need to know who the specialist Mere
breakers are, as they will be the prime sources
of pares, Some advertise in Mercedes Entbaesies,
The one thar alwavs springs to mind 15
Mercman in Southampton (023 8078 4444)
with its warehouse full of reasonably priced
parts for old Meres.
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Rushy buk with some patential

» £1,500-£3,000 Sound cars with some kind of history.
t and good interiars
> £5,000-E£7,000 That extremely rare, concours 280E model

'.‘fﬁhﬁ’;anginas are capable of healthy
- the most important issue here is

i >

HOW MUCH TO PAY

Tinall, 1.9 million W1 145 and W1 158 were buile,
bue very few survive, “They went through the
rero value Stage in absour the ear Iy 138 0s,™ savs
long vime Mercedes specialist Alan Deakin of
realmb.co.uk, “and then they fell into the
wrong hands, They were never as well regarded
a8 the W1 16 5-Classes,” One indication of how
rare the cars are 15 that even |.'|.!|.'|:|.' dad not have a
single one during the time this article was being
written. It is the sort of car Mercedes '.|.'n:|.'|.1'||st'.
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regular oil and filver changes are also essenrial
I:-n:l: '.|||'|;! lafe,

With che 1973 facelift a fairly minor affair,
you do not get a substantially improved ear by
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of W14/ 115 built before Janvary 1973 s
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as 2 "show winner” for £1,600, while March
contained a tidy looking 2304 ("used daily™)
for £1,500. The same issue saw a 280E with an
automaric gearbox ar €2, 750, the higher price

20000

reflecting the clumed genuine 70,000 miles,
And what would the best example, sold by a

recognised Mercedes-Benz specialist,

o & Lake facelift saw the then
passé quarterlights phased owt.

< Colour codid wheals wdd bo the
faaling of classic car motoring,

command? “You would like vo think a mice
y

example in blug, vellow or tan would make

£6,995," says Deakin,

VERDICT

Setcing out vo buy a W14 or W15
something of 2 mission. Some might question
why anvone would want one in the hirst p|.|c-.'.
given its W23 successor looks quite similar
but does everything beter and is around in
bigger numbers. Bur those whao love the big

: sracked headlamps and che simple but
rwill feel it worth the effore 1o

k necessary to find one of the few
b examples.

ix-cylinder models are clearly the
we can understand
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s o the unreelined but rather
iesels), bur the gelden rule of old
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very best example vou can aftord
nimportance, hecause there 15 no
financial sense in attempring restoration,
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than a canny investment is the best, masi
realistic approach. And bear in mind that with
even the very youngest cars being over 31 years
old, the pristine, rust free example exists in

vour dreams onhe [ L]



